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the role of England in European affairs he had defined
in France and he never deviated from it. Whatever
Elizabeth chose to do, Walsingham always knew what
should be done. " I wish first God's glory," he wrote, " and
next the Queen's safety/' God's glory was for him the
advancement of the Protestant cause. That was the centre
of his purpose and by that simple and convenient yard-stick
he measured every issue. Spain, the arch enemy, was to
be smitten by land and sea, her enemies supported, her
friends attacked.
cc The proud Spaniard, wiiom God hath long used
for the rod of His wrath I see great hope that He will
now cast him into the fire, that he may know what it is
to serve against God,35
Walsingham wrote these words in 1572 and though he
often later grew sick at heart as the visitation of divine justice
was again and again postponed, he always nursed that
unconquerable hope. It made of him the recognised
champion of the war party at court, of Henry of Navarre in
France, of the rebellious Dutch in the Low Countries, of
Hawkins and Drake on the high seas. It made him also the
determined enemy of the captive Scottish Queen and the
untiring detective of conspiracy among the Catholics in
England.
In every aspect of his public policy his preoccupation,
with religion is apparent. And yet he was no bigot. Had
he been he could hardly have remained in the Qjieen's
service as long as he did, for she herself was as far as possible
from bigotiy. There can be little doubt about the intensity
of his Puritan sympathies. Camden speaks of him, " as a
most sharp maintainer of the purer religion.59 But he was
shrewd enough to recognise that if English protestantism was
to develop its fighting strength it must avoid internal
dissensions. He drew the line sharply between Protestant
and Catholic, but within the Protestant camp he would admit
no right of rebellion.
" I would have all reformation,5 * he wrote,c* done by
public authority. It were very dangerous that every
private man's zeal should cany sufficient authority of
reforming things amiss/'